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WARD SMITH 
Ward Smith is a true "home-grown quantity," to use his own words. 
The Placentia police captain was raised in the local school system, 
and he's been giving back ever since. 
Smith, a Class of '77 El Dorado High School graduate, was nominated for 
the Citizen of the Year award by the Rotary Club, even though the Rotary 
is only the beginning of his community contributions. 
First off, he spends his life working to preserve the public safety for the 
city's residents, as a longtime cop with the Placentia Police Department.  
"Public safety – the policing profession – is a community-based service," 
Smith said. "But it is a service based around quality of life issues."He is 
board member with the Boys & Girls Club, where he says he someday 
hopes to volunteer at more after he retires."I'm very passionate about 
that," he said. "It's the roof over the head of some of these kids to not go 
home to an unsupervised house or an unchallenging environment." Smith 
said he talked with Councilman Jeremy Yamaguchi, the 2007 winner, af-
terward last week's awards ceremony, and asked if anything about what 
you do changes. He said Yamaguchi replied: "You just keep doing what 
you're doing." 

 


